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Winner of the Chronos Vocal Ensemble Choral Composition Competition, 2017.
Walt Whitman Nicholas Ryan Kelly
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Program Note

In our fast-paced times, it is more important than ever to celebrate awareness, concentration, and perception--and
to take the time to slow down and listen to our surroundings. I hope the music helps to communicate Whitman's
(and my own) sense of wonder at the sounds and sensations we encounter every day.

Performance and Rehearsal Notes

Because of this piece's unusually long phrases, I recommend singing it up to tempo from the very first rehearsal.
This will help to give singers a clear sense of each phrase's direction and minimize problems with breathing and
breath support. Although some rubato is advisable (especially before B and after F), there should always be a
clear sense of rthythmic energy - even in the slower sections!
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