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MOJAVE CROSS, DESERT VOICES
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Keith Dippre

Background

The Mojave Memorial Cross was erected in 1934 to honor the veteran soldiers of World War I,
and its history is quite convoluted. Embroiled in several court dramas at the state and federal levels, the
memorial had been ruled a violation of the separation of church and state, then subsequently overturned
when the United States Congress transferred the land surrounding the cross to a veteran's group. On May
10, 2010, this cross was stolen.

Obviously the emotions which represent this landmark are profound and run very deep. To my
knowledge, there are no known choral pieces that represent this landmark, nor the lands that surround it.
The goal of Mojave Cross, Desert Voices is not only to pay homage to these soldiers (“the ghosts of World
War I””), but to capture with a choral voice the feel and sounds of the desert land. The monument itself is
in a very inhospitable part of the Mojave Desert, near a ghost town called Cima. Other desert locations
are cited, such as Zzyzx, Kelso, and Soda Springs, all part of a theatrical and sonic mélange to create a
choral picture of the California desert environment. The main musical effect I wish to achieve in this
piece is a kind of rugged, yet distant and ethereal, sheen. The proportional section in the middle should be
approached more like actors than singers and can be interpreted in a very free fashion.
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* Pronounce as "see-ma"
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